CHAPTER  EIGHT

The Isthmian Republic in World War II

As THE GENERAL European War involved much of the
world in the gloomy autumn of 1939, the Republic
of Panama issued a formal proclamation of neutrality on
September llth.1 A proclamation by the United States
on September 5th had already established the neutral
status of the Canal Zone,2 The interpretation of the Hull-
Alfaro Treaty now became a matter of pressing necessity.
Articles I, II, and X of this agreement pledged Panama
and the United States to cooperate and to take necessary
military measures in the territory of Panama in the event
of any emergency endangering the Republic or the neu-
trality or security of the Canal Zone.
At the time of senatorial consent to ratification of the
treaty U.S. Senator Key Pitman of Nevada, Chairman of
the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate, had stated
that the United States would unilaterally determine when
an emergency would require consultation or action.3 It had
been this semipledge from a high authority, in fact, which
had finally influenced many wavering senators to vote for
ratification. The uneasy feeling that the renunciation of
rights held under the old Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty might
prejudice the ability of the United States to defend the
Canal in some future emergency had for a time threatened
to defeat the treaty. The Roosevelt Administration had
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